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CUEEBNT  TRSKDS  IN  WOKLD  MEAT  CONSUMPTION 


The  total  meat  supply  in  specified  countries  in  1951  showed  a 
slight  decrease  from  1950  hut  continued  the  trend  of  the  past  few  yeasrs 
in  heing  above  that  of  the  prewar  years  of  193^320    '^^^  over-all  per 
capita  consumption  of  meat  in  1951  was  little  different  fyora  that  of  1950 
and,  continuing  the  postwar  trend,  was  oonsiderahly  less  than  for  prewar 
years  in  most  countrieso    Population  increases^  decreased  export  surpluses 
in  traditional  ejcporting  countries  and  low  levels  of  production  in  many 
countries  have  heen  the  major  factors  in  holding  down  the  per  capita  con- 
sumption*   Droughts,  limited  supplies  of  imported  feeds  and  low  returns 
for  livestock  continue  to  plague  producers  in  most  countrieSo  v^ith 
population  continuing  to  increase  and  no  immediate  prospects  of  significant 
increases  in  supplies,  little  iii5)rovement  can  "be  expected  soon  in  per 
capita  meat  consumotion  in  most  countries  of  the  world. 


Area  Trends 

In  North  America  the  production  of  meat  in  recent  postwar  years 
continued  at  about  one- third  above  that  of  prewar  years  as  a  result  'of 
strong  demand,  high  prices  and  generally  good  feed  and  pasture  conditions* 
Trade  changed  to  a  net  import  basis  in  1950  imports  increased 

about  two  and  one-half  times  in  1951o    Supplies  available  for  consuH?)tion 
during  19^9-51  remained  about  one- third  above  prewar  and  per  cscpita 
consumption  continued  high  in  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Cuba* 

In  Europe,  even  thou^  production  continued  the  postwar  increase, 
output  in  1951  was  10  percent  less  than  prewar.    Net  imports,  continuing 
the  postwar  down  trend,  were  less  than  half  of  prewar.    Supplies  available 
for  consumption  were  about  equal  in  1950  and  1951*  above  those  of  19^9 
but  about  15  percent  less  than  prewar.    In  many  of  the  European  countries 
production  has  not  fully  recovered  from    wartime  losses  and  feed  supplies 
continued  to  have  to  be  supplemented  by  relatively  high  priced  imports. 
Per  capita  consumption  in  1951        well  below  prewar  except  in  Sweden, 
France,  the  Netherlands  and  Belgium,    Only  in  Austria,  France,  Western 
Germany,  the  Netherlands  and  Norway  has  there  been  a  marked  upward  trend 
during  postwar  years. 


MSAT  l/l    Sammftry  of  productlonj  net  trade  and  avallabla 
supplies  in  aptcified  areas  in  1951^0  with 
ooB^arlsoc. 


Continent 
or 


•        Net  trade 
Production        i(/)imports,  (-)export8 


area 

Prewar    i  19U9 

Prewar 

\            19^9  ; 

Prewar  J 

l9i^9 

.  Million 
:  pounds 

I  Million 
\  pounds 

.  Million 
;  pounds 

:  Million 
!  pounds 

i  Million  ! 
!  pounds  ! 

Million 
pounds 

^orxn  Auierica  c/  s 
Europe  ^         *"  I 
South  America  ^  i 
Union  of  South  ! 

Africa  s 
Oceania  l 

17.908! 
.  26.79U 
7.678< 

671 
3.226 

2U.O2I1 

lU/  20,227 

'  9.33s 

95^' 
.  3.555 

~97 

J  /2,989 

1  -2,016 

/6 

1  -1,121! 

!              -  1, 

\y  )^2.729 
!  -1.552 

;  /lo 

!  -1.319 

i  29.752. 
!          5.662  ! 

\      sn  ' 

I         2.IOU  ! 

y  22,892 
7.652 

96U 
2.236 

Total  above  ] 

56.277; 

58.095 

•  -239 

;  -133 

'       56,137  , 

•  57.317 

1950  \ 

1951  6/ 

1950 

;  1951  6/ 

;  1950 

;  1951  §j 

Million  I 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

;  Million 

pounds 

\  Million 

1  pounds 

!  Million  . 
\  pounds 

Million 

.  pounds 

Available 
supplies 


North  America  2/ 
Europe  "~ 
South  America  ^ 
Union  of  South 

Africa 
Oceania 

Total  above 


2U,IK)7:  2U,206j 
22, 956 J U/  23,9U9j1 
9.177s  8,699i' 


937« 
3,U95» 


868: 
3.351J 


60,972{  61,073 


fH51 
/2,35l. 
-1,363 

'   .  /3S8 
iU/  /1.U3O! 

-1.2135 

23.890 
,y  25, 31^' 
7,699 

!  23^72 

>V  25.365 

!  7.771 

-13 
-1,292' 

-1,063. 

!  92III 

2,201! 

!  873 
s  2,287 

-  160' 

-^53 : 

60.628' 

59,1+68 

Carcass  meat— excludes  edible  offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meatc 

Includes  Canada,  United  States  and  Cuba, 

Includes  the  21  countries  shown  in  the  following  tableo 

Not  strictly  comparable  with  prewar,  due  to  territorial  changes 

Includes  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile  and  Uruguay, 
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MEAT  l/:    Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 

prewar  and  annual  19U6'-1951*  2/ 


Country 

Prewar 

i/ 

• 
t 

19^6 

• 

• 
* 

19^7 

• 

i  Pounds 

0 
• 

Pounds 

t 

Pounds 

Canada 

113 

• 
• 

• 
• 

lUO 

• 

i 

1^8 

X 

Mexico 

38 

: 

39 

• 
• 

3S 

« 
fl 

United  States 

126 

e 
• 

153 

• 

0 

I5U 

• 

c 

Cuba 

77 

sh 

« 

89 

0 

» 

Austria 

92 

• 
• 

61 

Belgium 

89 

• 

89 

• 

0 

S5 

• 
t 

Bulgaria 

5U 

• 
• 

mm 

I 

mm 

« 

Czechoslovakia 

72 

69 

• 
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92 

\ 

Denmark 

133 

• 
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135 

3 

135 
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Finland 

66 
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^7 
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55 

I 

France 

97 

0 

/* 

76 

J 

80 

0 
• 

Germany r  Western 

113 

: 

- 
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Greece 
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• 

27 

I 

27 

! 

Hungary 

b9 

t 

I 

- 
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Ireland 

90 

0 
• 

103 

% 

10s 

Italy 

3S 

27 

* 
« 

26 

Ne  therlands 

92 

• 
• 

U8 

0 
« 

53 

Norway 

Ik/ 

75 

t 
t 

51 

t 

a 

59 

Poland 

•4I1 

I 

: 

Portugal 

U"^ 

hi 

« 
« 

30 

5 

35 

Raman  ia 

• 

m^ 

Sweden 

101 

9 
• 

97 

1 

97 

19118  •  19U9  ;  1950 


1951 


%  Pouiids  %  Pounds  ?  Pounds  ?  Pound^ 


Swi  tzerland 

United  Kingdom 

Yugoslavia 

Soviet  Union 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Chile 

Paraguay  ^ 

Uruguay 

Union  of  South 

Africa 
Australia 
New  Zealand 


105 

I2U 

57 

^3 
215 

53 
73 
162 
225 

70 
2U5 
212 


67 
109 


mm  ^ 


22U 

Us 

89 

199 

78 

191 

219 


80 
103 


230 
50 
7^ 

206 

77 
199 
200 


129  5 

Ul  i 

1U5  : 

88  J 

61  I 

82  ? 
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60  % 
120  S 

61  : 
93  « 
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41  ! 
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76 

88 
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7^  . 
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U2 
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5  225 

53 
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66 

5  66 

116 

231 

1  235 

75 

J  69 

218 

!  219 

220 

5  228 

  —  _  —    ,         —  _  —   ~  ^        ^  ^  -  ^—       —  ,  w 

and  horse  meat;  excludes  edible  offal  and  lardo    2/  These  estimates  represent 
the  latest  available  data  to  the  extent  of  revisions  in  production  and 
population  made  available  by  the  1950  World  Census  of  Agricultureo    2/  ?2*ev/ar 
average  Is  for  years  1935~39  for  United  States,  Canada,  Bulgaria,  Denmark, 
Finland,  and  Sweden,  I936-38  for  Greece,  Rumania,  Australia,  New  Zealand 
and  United  Klngiom,  1936  for  Czechoslovakia,  and  193l4«-38  principally  for 
others,    kf  Prewar  territory.    ^  Beef  and  veal  only. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelations.  9/2/52 
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In  S ott th  Ame r  1  c a ■  p rpduc t i on »■  althou^  still -above  prewar,  continued 
the  downward  trend  from  19^9^50  due  largely  to  the  unsatisfactory  returns 
received  by  producers*    Esgportable  suarpluses  continued  to  decrease,  due 
to  the  strong  domestic  demdnd,  and  available  supplies  for  domestic  con- 
sumption remained  at  one-third  above  prewar.    Per  capita  consumption  con- 
tinued at  very  high  levels  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay  and  at, lew  levels  in 
Brazil  and  Chile,  '  . 

In  Oceania  production,  although  atbove  prewar  levels,  has  shown  a 
downward  trend -during  19U9-5I0    Supplies  Available  :f or  dosflestic  consumption 
have  been  steadily  increased  by  a  reduction  in  the  ■e35)ortable  surplus  and 
per;capita  consumption  continues  at  very  high  levels  in  both  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  . 

Consumption  by  types  of  meat  .    ;  ;    '  • 

,     Of  the  estimated -world  total,  meat  production  of  some  72  billion 
pouhds  during  I95O9'  a^ut  5O  percent  was  beef  a^d  veal,  about  UO  percent 
was  pork  and  nearly  9  percent  was  lamb  and  mutton.    These  proportions, 
however,  varied  considerably  for  individual  countrieso  l/ 

With  the  propqrtion  of  different  kinds  of  meat  entering  into  trade 
also  varying  considerably  between  different  cibuntrtes  2/  tb©  available 
supplies,  an,d  cons©,quently  :the  per  capita  cohsumptlon  of  the  different 
kinds  of  meat  differed  widely  asaong  the  individual  'countrieSo    As  shown 
in  the  accoi^panying  table,  prewar  per  capita  :beef  and  veal  consumption 
•  was,,  relative  to  that  of  pork  and  mutton,  high  in  Canada,  the  United 
States,  France, •  Norway,  Switzerland,  the  United  Kin^om,  tlie  South 
American  countries,-,  the  Union  of  South  Africag"  Austi'alia  and  New  Zealand, 
pork  consump.tion  was  of  relatively  -minor  si^gnificance  in  the  South  American 
coun-tries,  the  Union  of  South  Af  rica,and.  Oc&aniao    Only  in  Irelaiid^  Norway* 
the  United  Kingdomj  Uruguay*,  South  Af  rica,  and  Oceania"  did  the  per  capita  ' 
consumption  of  mutton  and  lamb  account  for  S-s  much  as  10  percent  of  the 
total  meat  consumption.    In;  1951 »  however,  -the  relative' per  capita  c6h-  ' 
sumption  of  the  different  kinds  of  meat  was:  quite  different.    Beef  and 
-veal  had  lost  their  commanding  position  in  Canada,  the  United  States, ; 
Switzerland  and  the  United  Kingdom  and  only  in  Belgium,  France,  South 
America,  South  Africa,  and  Oceania  did  per  capita  consumption  of  beef  and 
veal  exceed  that  of  pork.    In  Uruguay  beef  consumption  increased  relatively 
while  that  of  mutton  and  lamb  decreased-;    In  New  Zealand  the  per  capita 
consumption  of  both  pork  and  mutton  and  lamb  increased  over  prevrar  while 
that  of  beef  was  about  the  samco    These  changes  in  the  consumption  pattern.- 
reflect  not  only  apparent  changes  in  consumption  habits  but  also  changes 
in  the  availability  of  beef  and  veal  in  world  trade.— By  Louis  M,,  Smith,  Jr 
and  Hazel  B,  Kef aiive To  '  '   "  ■ 

17    For  more  detailed  information  see  FLM  6-52,  .      '  .  . 

2/    For  more  detailed  infornation  see  FLM  7-52. 


MEAT  l/:  Per  capita  conaumption,  by  types,  in  specified 
countries  in  1951,  with  con5)arl8on.. 


Country 


Pr«^ar 


1951  2/ 


Canada 

United  States 

Belgian 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Ireland 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United  Kiugdoia 

Argentina 
Brazil  6/ 
Chile 
Uruguay 

Union  of  South 
Africa 

AuB tralia 
New  Zealand  jj  I 


Beef 

and 

real 


Poiinds 


65 
63 

39 
59 
30 
53 
35 
38 

t 

55 
59 


176 

^3 
52 

151 


Pork 
(exol. 
lard) 


Pounds 


56 


70 

50 

32 


Mutton 
and 
lamb 


J 

i  Tote.l 


:  Beef    ?  Pork  s Mutton  : 

:    and    :(e3ccl»:    and    :  Total 

I  veal    :  lard) 1  lamh  : 


pounds  {Pounds  ;Pounds 


5/ 


U7  s 
39  : 

20  : 
9  : 
5  : 

lU  : 


7 

1 

2 

I 

12 
2 

10 
1 
1 

26 

19 
1 
11 

60 
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63 
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• 
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13  ; 

69 

ll+U  ! 
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.  26 
26 
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66  : 

• 

2U5  ; 
212  : 

135  i 
121  : 

Sh  ! 
75  J 

219 
228 

V, 


15  J 

10  t 

10  J 
11 


3 
3 

1 
1 

3 
5 
9 
1 

11 
1 
1 

15 

13 
10 

hi 


ill  129 
138 

V  26 

5/ 106 
5/  62 
5/  96 

U/  90 

S  72 

5/  102 

5/  28 
86 


225 

^  66 
235 


1/  Carcass  meat — excludes  edible  offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meat* 

2/  Preliminary, 

3/  Total  includes  canned  iaeat» 

^  Total  includes  goat  and  horse  meat. 

5/  Includes  goat  meat. 

^  Excludes  farm  production  and  consumption. 

7/  Year  ended  September  30, 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations*    prepared  or  estimated  from  official 
statistics, reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service  officers,  and  other 
inf ormation# 
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